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What is claimed is: 



|^;;0'V7i . An absorbent article comprising a fluid- 
permiable overwrap containing a plurality of tablets of 
compressed, fibrous, absorbent material having a bulk 
densfity within about 20% of said absorbent material's 
maximum volume capacity. 



Lximi 



10 



. \2 . An absorbent article of claim 1, wherein the 
fibrous, absorbent material comprises a binding ag^^t 



3. An absorbent article of claim 2, wh^^ein the 
binding agent is water soluble. 
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4. An absorbent article of claiim 1, wherein the 
fibrous, absorbent material comprises a bondable fiber, 
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5. An absorbent articleyof claim 4, wherein the 
bondable fiber is hydrogen JzJondable. 

6. An absorbent ^rticle of claim 4, wherein said 
bondable fiber comprises cellulosic fibers. 
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7. An absGorbent article of claim 6, wherein said 
cellulosic tlh&'TS comprise multi-limbed regenerated 
cellulosic fyibers . 
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8. An absorbent article of claim 6, wherein said /' 
cellulosic fibers comprise non-limbed cellulosic fiber's. 
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9. An absorbent article of claim 6, wherei/i said 
cellulosic fibers comprise a mixture of multi -limbed 
regenerated cellulosic fiber and non-limbed r;egenerated 
cellulosic fiber. 

10. An absorbent article of claim/6, wherein said 
cellulosic fibers comprise a mixture pf about 60 wt-% to 
about 100 wt-% of multi-limbed regenerated cellulosic 
fibers and about 0 wt-% to about 4^ wt-% of non- limbed 
cellulosic regenerated fibers, 
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11. The absorbent article of claim 10, wherein 
said mixture is about 70 wtA% to about 80 wt-% multi- 
limbed regenerated celluLosic fiber and about 30 wt-% to 
about 20 wt-% non- limbeja regenerated cellulosic fiber. 
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12. An absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said 
tablet has a predetermined density in the range of about 
0.8 to 1.2 gm/cc/ 
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13. An absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said 
overwrap con^rises a nonwoven material . 



14. /An absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said 
overwra?^ comprises an apertured film. 
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15. An absorbent article of claim 1, ^^h:erein said 
overwrap is liquid-permeable, 

16. An absorbent article of^^laim 1, wherein said 
overwrap comprises a bag, 

V 17. An absorbent article of claim 1 comprising 

between two and 500 tablets of absorbent material. 

18. An absGJrbent article of claim 17 comprising 
about 55 to about 60 tablets of absorbent material. 
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19. /An absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said 
absorbi^nt article is a tampon. 
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2D- An absorbent article comprising a liquid- 
permeAble bag containing a plurality of tablets of 
compressed, fibrous, absorbent material, said tablets 
having a bulk density of at least about 0.5 g/cm^. 
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21. The absorbent ar^cicle of claim 20 wherein the 
tablets have a bulk dens/ity of at least about 0.8 g/cm^. 

22. The absorbent article of claim 21 wherein the 
tablets have a buj^k density of about 0.8 to about 1.2 
g/ cm*^ . 
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23. The absorbent article of claim 20, whep^m 
said fibrous, absorbent material comprises ^xfnixture of 
multi-limbed regenerated cellulosic fibers and non- 
limbed regenerated fibers, 
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24. An absorbent articl^of claim 23, wherein said 
absorbent material compris;^ a mixture of about 60 wt-% 
to about 100 wt-% of mu2ni-limbed regenerated cellulosic 
fibers and about 0 wX-% to about 4 0 wt-% of non- limbed 
cellulosic regene^jE^ted fibers, 
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25. Ai>/absorbent article of claim 24, wherein said 
absorbent ^material comprises a mixture of about 70 wt-% 
to aboi^ 80 wt-% of multi-limbed regenerated cellulosic 
fibe^rs and about 3 0 wt-% to about 2 0 wt-% of non- limbed 
cQ^lulosic regenerated fibers. 
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'26. A method of making an absorbent article, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

a) mixing fibrous, absorbent material; 

b) forming the mixed fibrous, absorbent 
material into compressed tablets; 

c) placing the compressed tablets into an 
ove rwr ap ; and 

d) sealing the overwrap. 



27. A method of claim 26, wherein the absorbent 
maderial is compressed to form tablets having a 



PPC-767 



• 



25 



predetermined density within 20% of said absorbent 
materi al ' s maximum volume capacity. 

28. A method of claim 26, further comprisinc 
placing the sealed overwrap into a tampon applicator. 

29. A method of claim 26, wherein the /Sverwrap 
comprises a bag. 



10 



30. A method of claim 26, whereir/ the overwrap 
comprises a nonwoven material . 
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31. A method of claim 26, wtlerein the step of 
compressing the tablets comprises compressing the 
tablets to a bulk density of act least about 0.5 g/cm^ 
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32. A method of clai/m 31, wherein the step of 
compressing the tablets /comprises compressing the 
tablets to a bulk dena/ty of at least about 0.8 g/cm^ 

33. A method/of claim 32, wherein the step of 
compressing the tablets comprises compressing the 
tablets to a bu/k density of about 0.8 g/cm^ to about 
1.2 g/cm^. 

34. /method of claim 29, further comprising the 
step of attaching a withdrawal string to the bag. 
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35. A method of claim 34, furtj3.er' comprising the 
step of placing the absorbent,..a:^t icle into a tampon 
applicator . 

36. A me^tfTod according to claim 26, wherein the 
step of spring the overwrap comprises sealing the 
overw3?a.p to a barrier material to form a pad. 
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